
THIRD GRADE ELA KNOWLEDGE-BASED UNITS

Theme Unit #7: Exploration Suggested Duration 3-4 weeks

GSE Standards

Priority Standards

ELAGSE3RI1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.

ELAGSE3RI3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time,
sequence, and cause/effect.

ELAGSE3RI6 Distinguish their own point of view from that of the author of a text.

ELAGSE3RI7 Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key
events occur).

ELAGSE3W2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
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Essential Questions

Factual—

Who were the major European explorers to North America?

Where did each explorer sail from?

What groups did each explorer encounter?

What was each explorer in search of?

Inferential—

How did the reasons and routes of different
explorations compare with one another?

How did different explorers’ interactions with
native people compare to one another?

Critical Thinking-

Which explorers had the biggest impact on political life at that time?

What was the biggest contribution to modern life that each explorer
made?

Tier I Conversational Words
Tier II Transdisciplinary Words

Tier III Content-Specific Words

people, live, reasons, meet exploration, obstacles,
accomplishments, cooperation,
conflict

Geographic terms and names of people related to SS3H2

Science of Reading Strategies

Berger Framework for Comprehension: Template

Berger Framework with Iinstructional Notes

Phonemic Awareness Strategy

Refer to the Word Chaining strategies on the
Tool 4 padlet and use key vocabulary from
this unit as the starting word for different
chains. Manipulate one sound at a time for
one-syllable words (gold, hold, held, help)
and one syllable at a time for multisyllabic
words (explorer, exploring, imploring,
improving).

Vocabulary Strategy

Concept Sort:
1. Create a set of index cards featuring key vocabulary from this unit.
2. Students add a representative picture to each card.
3. Collaboratively, the whole class or small groups sort the words into
categories that align with big ideas in this unit--countries, languages,
places, groups of people.
4. Students add new vocabulary to the established categories as they
arise in books during this unit.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vcrKR719laEh0VKevGyLkEMFbBQn_yzcFcbPPgIq3Jc/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16pbm6daCM7lGluAoRngQpfffu0lk-u1ffPOQSFhGigk/edit?usp=sharing
https://padlet.com/rollinsljfa/1gaudh3ctdaaqcdr
https://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/concept_sort#:~:text=A%20concept%20sort%20is%20a,based%20on%20each%20word's%20meaning.


Assessments

Formative Assessment(s):

Description: True False Review

1. Have students fold a piece of paper in half three times to create 8 boxes and number the boxes 1-8.

1 2

3 4

5 6

7 8

2. As you read each of the following statements, have students write True or False. For any false responses, challenge students to write in what would make the statement correct.

#1 Europeans supposedly traveled to North America for “God, Gold, and Glory.”

#2 Europeans found that the land was already occupied by native tribes and went home.

#3 John Cabot sailed for England and landed in California in 1497.

#4 Vasco Nunez de Balboa was the first of the European explorers to reach the Pacific Ocean.

#5 Hernando de Soto became wealthy by stealing gold from the Incas.

#6 Christopher Columbus arrived in the United States on the Mayflower and lived here the rest of his life.

#7 Henry Hudson discovered the Northwest Passage by waiting until the winter ice melted.

#8 Jacques Cartier failed to find a Northwest Passage but did spread the French language to parts of Canada.

Standards:
ELAGSE3RI3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time,
sequence, and cause/effect.

Summative Assessment(s):

Description: ReadWorks “Sailing the Seas”
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Standards:
ELAGSE3RI1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.
ELAGSE3RI3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time,
sequence, and cause/effect.
ELAGSE3RI4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area.
ELAGSE3RI7 Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key
events occur).

Writing Task and Rubric:

Description: What Happened When?

1. Throughout the unit, construct a wall-size timeline reflecting the major events related to each explorer. As a culminating activity, assign individual, pairs, or small groups of
students a 20-year window to review and synthesize into an information writing featuring the major events of that time frame.

2. Provide students with an Information Writing Checklist to guide their work and score the final products with an Information Writing Rubric.

Standards:
ELAGSE3W2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.
ELAGSE3RI3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time,
sequence, and cause/effect.

Objective or Content Learning Experiences Differentiation Consideration

Building Background Knowledge Through
The Berger Framework

Berger Framework: Encounter

Standards Based Text Activities - tasks should
require metacognitive strategies.  Process of
thinking and building knowledge is visible in
learning.

1. Print or have students draw a large picture of each European explorer in this unit, a
flag of the country they represented, and a member of a native group of people
they encountered.

2. Lay the pictures out in a large circle and use yarn to show the connections between
various people. Push students to recognize influences that go beyond physical
interactions.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XfpQQzgjtIhAYzRXC9KTS3sINHh7rvye/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1etfR6OWCBXI_clJc0ohxRSgDv9IZgQxE/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12MEeUqhYtxERujCowdL9QiXANx2wYvLQ-vIpmIUw7dQ/edit?usp=sharing


Performance Task - students should use both
written and verbal expression to complete
the task.

Assign pairs of students an explorer and a sponsoring ruler. Partners should collaboratively
prepare and present a 3-part skit showing the proposal/request for funding, a brief
reenactment of major actions during the expedition, and a meeting upon their return.

Recommended High Quality Complex Text By Lexile Band

Encounter (District provided with previous transdisciplinary unit)
Ferdinand Magellan: Great Explorers
Adventures of the Treasure Fleet: China Discovers the World
Brendan the Navigator: A History Mystery about the Discovery of America
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